
 

 

 

 

Dear FBA parents: 

In order to keep students academically fit during the summer months and to prepare 
them for the literature curriculum they will be studying in the fall, First Baptist Academy 
High School has a required summer reading program. Students will read the 
assigned selections and complete a two page critical analysis report for each work 
as detailed below. The reports will be due by the end of the first quarter. It would be 
smart to use the time wisely and get the book read and the report written 
over the summer so as to not be overwhelmed the first quarter. Each student 
will be required to read two books over the summer. OOnnee  ooff  tthhee  bbooookkss  wwiillll  bbee  cchhoosseenn  

bbyy  mmee  aanndd  wwiillll  bbee  lliisstteedd  nneexxtt  ttoo  tthhee  rreeqquuiirreedd  rreeaaddiinngg  ppoorrttiioonn.. TThhee  sseeccoonndd  bbooookk  mmaayy  bbee  

cchhoosseenn  bbyy  tthhee  ssttuuddeenntt  ffrroomm  tthhee  lliisstt  pprroovviiddeedd  oorr  aa  bbooookk  bbyy  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  aauutthhoorrss  lliisstteedd  

bbeellooww..  
 

Upcoming Sophomores Reading List 
 

RReeqquuiirreedd  RReeaaddiinngg::  TThhee  OOddyysssseeyy  bbyy  HHoommeerr  ((FFaaggllee’’ss  TTrraannssllaattiioonn))  

SSeeccoonndd  RReeaaddiinngg  CChhooiicceess::  JJuulliiuuss  CCaaeessaarr  bbyy  WWiilllliiaamm  SShhaakkeessppeeaarree,,  PPiillggrriimm’’ss  

PPrrooggrreessss  bbyy  JJoohhnn  BBuunnyyaann,,  AAeenneeiidd  bbyy  VViirrggiill,,  EEtthhaann  FFrroommee  bbyy  EEddiitthh  WWhhaarrttoonn,,  aanndd  

IIvvaannhhooee  bbyy  SSiirr  WWaalltteerr  SSccootttt  
 

Upcoming Junior Reading List 
 

RReeqquuiirreedd  RReeaaddiinngg::  TToo  KKiillll  aa  MMoocckkiinnggbbiirrdd  bbyy  HHaarrppeerr  LLeeee  

SSeeccoonndd  RReeaaddiinngg  CChhooiicceess::  CCaallll  ooff  tthhee  WWiilldd  bbyy  JJaacckk  LLoonnddoonn,,  MMyy  AAnnttoonniiaa  bbyy  WWiillllaa  

CCaatthheerr,,  TThhee  GGrraappeess  ooff  WWrraatthh  bbyy  JJoohhnn  SStteeiinnbbeecckk  
 

Upcoming Senior Reading List 
 

RReeqquuiirreedd  RReeaaddiinngg::  WWuutthheerriinngg  HHeeiigghhttss  bbyy  EEmmiillyy  BBrroonnttee  

SSeeccoonndd  RReeaaddiinngg  CChhooiicceess::  JJaannee  EEyyrree  bbyy  CChhaarrlloottttee  BBrroonnttee,,  PPrriiddee  aanndd  PPrreejjuuddiiccee  bbyy  

JJaannee  AAuusstteenn,,  EEmmmmaa  bbyy  JJaannee  AAuusstteenn,,  FFrraannkkeennsstteeiinn  bbyy  MMaarryy  SShheelllleeyy,,  TThhee  PPiiccttuurree  ooff  

DDoorriiaann  GGrreeyy  bbyy  OOssccaarr  WWiillddee,,  aanndd  CCrryy  tthhee  BBeelloovveedd  CCoouunnttrryy  bbyy  AAllaann  PPaattoonn  
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The critical analysis report for each work should be typed on two sheets of paper 
and written as one flowing report.  It should be titled as follows: 
 
Student Name   Title of Book and Author   Date 
 
The report should include the student’s description of the following items: 

• Main Character(s): names, descriptions, and types (round, flat, dynamic, etc.) 

• Setting: time & place 
• Conflict(s): type (man vs. man, man vs. himself, man vs. power greater than 

himself, etc.) and description. 

• Plot:  briefly explain inciting moment, rising actions, climax, etc. 
• Themes 
• Symbolism 
• Narration 
• Tone and style 

• The student’s critical evaluation of the book (See next page) 
 

A critical evaluation summarizes the content of the book, but also judges the validity 
and importance of the book. Students are encouraged to take notes while they are 
reading so they can give a more accurate evaluation. 
 
The following questions will help the student write a flowing and integrated critical 
evaluation.  Don't simply answer the questions! 

1. What problems are addressed? 
2. Does the author treat these issues in a typical or unusual way? Why? 
3. What points of view are reflected? 
4. What contribution has the author made to you or your understanding of the 

subject?  Did you enjoy the book?  Why? 
5. What is the author saying about life and the human condition? 

 
 
(DEFINITIONS to help the student) 
critical evaluation: the student’s reception of the book, positive / negative reactions and 
why the student feels this way. 
 

theme: what the author is really saying; what the book means. 
 

symbolism: identify the primary symbols and describe their significance. 
 

narrator / point of view: identify who tells the story, the point of view from which the 
story is told (omniscient, limited omniscient, or 1st person, etc.)  
 

moral tone: the author’s attitude toward the material presented. 
 

style: techniques used to tell the story - dialects, methods of character development 
(exposition, dialogue, description, action), etc.



 


